Beware of Dangerous Dirt Bikers. 
A recent decision in March 2007 by the Superior Court of Pennsylvania has ruled that even if you have automobile insurance you are not entitled to uninsured motorist benefits when you’re injured as a result of the negligence of a minor driving a dirt bike across a public road. 

According to the opinion in Burdick v. Erie Insurance Group, the Court enforced the limitation that an uninsured vehicle cannot be a motor vehicle designed for use mainly off public roads.  They found that dirt bike does not qualify as a motor vehicle as it is not registered nor is insurance required. 

Federal Court limits Underinsured motorist benefits in motorcycle accident. 
 A man severely injured when his motorcycle fell after it skidded on road debris allegedly deposited or kicked up by another vehicle cannot recover UIM benefits because his injuries did not result from the ownership, maintenance, or use of a vehicle, the Western District Court of Pennsylvania has ruled.

According to the opinion in American National Property & Casualty Company v. Terwillinger (2/7/07), Tim Terwillinger contended his motorcycle accident and subsequent injuries were caused by a road-cleaning process called “spray patching” that Penn Dot confirmed it had performed the day of the accident on the road in question.  He asserted that since the debris created by this operation was produced by another vehicle, it was this other vehicle that caused his injuries, not the road debris.  ANPAC countered that UIM coverage only applied to injuries resulting from an insured’s involvement with another vehicle and that Terwillinger’s injuries were in fact a result of the road debris – citing his negligence suit against Penn Dot as evidence – and therefore did not meet UIM guidelines.  
The Court agreed that the road debris caused the accident, finding persuasive the decision in Smith v. United Services Automobile Association, and ruled that the UIM claim should be denied because neither the Penn Dot vehicle nor any other vehicle that may have kicked up the debris after it was deposited can be said to have been the “instrumentality that caused [Terwillinger’s] injury.”

